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mainly with the Immigration and Licensing Acts, and, as already stated, we
propose to confine ourselves to these subjects.
the immigration act
The complaints against the administrative methods of the Immigration
Department were fairly numerous, chiefly in the Gape Colony. In respect of
some of them we were not satisfied that they have been established and we
do not propose to make any reference to such. There are others, however, in
regard to which we are of opinion that grievances do exist and we propose to
deal with these as shortly as possible.
the licensing acts
Representations were made to the Commission regarding the adminis-
tration of the Acts with reference to the grant of licences to carry on trade or
business in the Cape Colony and in Natal.
We do not, however, see our way to making any recommendations on
this subject which are likely to be of any use.
No evidence was laid before us as to the administration of the licensing
laws in other towns of the Cape Colony or in the country districts,, and \ve
have, therefore, no observations to make on that subject.
As regards Natal, the system is somewhat different from that which ob-
tains in the Cape Colony.
The evidence before us is to the effect that the Act is not so strictly adminis-
tered against Indians in the Natal boroughs as it is in Cape Town, but that it
is becoming more and more difficult for Indians to obtain new licences ex-
cept in those quarters of the town which are inhabited almost exclusively by
them, and which may be regarded as Asiatic reserves. In some other parts of
the towns it is almost impossible now for Indians to obtain new licences.
As regards the rest of Natal outside of the boroughs and townships, there
is one licensing officer who is a Government official, and from whose deci-
sion an appeal lies to the licensing board. His policy towards Indians is far more
liberal than that of the licensing officers in the boroughs. In fact, he informs
us that he makes no distinctions between Europeans and Indians.
A fact of some interest which was elicited from this witness is that, where
applications for new licences are made by Indians, more than 50 per cent,
of the objections come from other Indians.
We had no complaint regarding the grant of new licences from this licens-
ing officer, the complaints being directed entirely against the administration of
the Act in the boroughs and townships. We do not see our way, however, to
make any recommendations on this subject Nothing can.be done which would
be of any effect except by legislation, and, for the reasons already given when
dealing with the grant of licences in Cape Town, we are unable to suggest
amendment of the laws.

